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Woodson
Warriors

Investing
in real
estate to
eliminate
college
debt

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

L-R, Karen Davis-Pritchett, Comm. Ken Welch,
former Mayor Rick Baker and Rafael Scuillo

Novella Williams
BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
A college freshman or
sophomore isn’t focused
on the college loan debt
that awaits them after graduation. But once they become a junior or senior,
they might start to think
differently. Young Entrepreneurs Alliance (YEA),
founded by Carol Witt and
Novella Williams, is a
newly launched program
that teaches students to
eliminate student loan debt
by becoming real estate
entrepreneur.
Witt has a background
in youth mentorship and
worked in the real estate
market for five years.
Last October she attended a refresher real estate course and noticed
that her classmates were
barely out of college. She
asked them why they were
taking the course and they
all had the same answer—
to get out of college debt.
This is what sparked the
idea to create YEA.
“That was the moment
I had my product,” Witt
See DEBT, page 4



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
As part of this year’s Black
Heritage Festival, the inaugural Legacy Luncheon
took place at Empath
Health Sat., Feb. 6. Thinking that they were there to
celebrate the legacies of
their fathers, the honorees
were surprised to hear
their names called by former Mayor Rick Baker to
receive their awards.
The Legacy Award for
Business went to Lyn
Johnson, publisher and editor of The Weekly Chal-

lenger newspaper. Her father, Cleveland Johnson,
Jr., scrapped up $40 to buy
a weekly advertiser back
in 1967, changed the name
and almost 50 years later it
remains the number one
news source for AfricanAmerican news in Pinellas
County.
Cleveland focused on
positive news in the black
community and repeated
said that if you wanted to
read bad news about
African Americans to pick
up the St. Pete Times, but if
you were interested in the
heart of the community,
pick up The Challenger.

Johnson passed away
in 2001 and Lyn became
publishing editor in 2012.
Since her time at the helm,
she has succeeded in expanding the paper and increasing its presence
online.
“It’s not just a newspaper,” Baker said in lauding
The Challenger’s role in the
community, “it’s a voice.”
Pastor Ricardo Welch
received the Legacy
Award for the Faith Community. Ricardo, the senior
pastor of Prayer Tower
Church of God in Christ,
comes from one of the
city’s oldest families. His

grandparents, Flagmon
and Gussie Welch, arrived
in St. Petersburg in 1917
from Alachua County, and
his father, Clarence, pastored Prayer Tower from
1964 until his death in
2013.
Last year Ricardo suffered a devastating loss as
his three daughters were
all killed in a car accident.
Rafael Scuillo, CEO of
Empath Health, presented a Special Recognition to Ricardo along with
memorial plaques of his
daughters, LaMour, India
See LEGACY, pages 5

Second annual memorial service
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG
– Early Sunday morning, members of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church were readying
the sanctuary for the
early morning praise
and worship service
that begins at 7:45 a.m.
But on the morning of
Jan. 31, the church was

being prepared not just
for Sunday morning
services, but also for a
remembrance of the 22
members who passed
away in 2015.
A special section
was cordon off for the
family members of
those who have gone
on to their heavenly
homes. As their family
member’s names were
See HISTORY, page 8

Senior Pastor Dr. John A. Evans

ST. PETERSBURG –
The induction of the inaugural class of the Woodson
Warriors took place last
Fri., Feb. 5 at the Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum. Eighteen
young men and their families were celebrated by the
community for taking the
initiative to ensure their
success.
“These young men represent everything that we
anticipate as ambassadors
of our community,” said
Terri Lipsey Scott, chair of
the Woodson Museum.
She implored the audience
to encourage and support
the young men and to ensure that “those things that
are important to you will
also become important to
them.”
These 18 young men
were hand chosen from
Melrose
Elementary
School, a school that has
been
dubbed
the
“failingest” school in the
state.
“Since Melrose is
within a stone’s throw of
the Carter G. Woodson, we
felt it imperative that we do
something,” said Scott,
who wrangled her husband, Clarence Scott, into
presiding over the ceremony.
The museum had already started a similar program with the young ladies
from Melrose and decided
to incorporate a program
for the boys.
“We got a group of men
who have graciously comported and stated that they
will work with us to groom
these boys and cultivate
them to become champions of men,” she said.
See WARRIORS, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clarity on African American graduation rates
Dear Editor,
I am writing this letter
in response to the recently
published article by Ricardo Davis, President,
COQEBS, regarding the
graduation
rates
for
African-American students
in Pinellas County. As I
oversee district assessment
and related student data
measures, I would like provide some clarity on this
topic and want to begin by
pointing out that the State
of Florida outlines the rules
and requirements for graduation rate calculations
(not the district).
It was noted in the article that there are different
diplomas types granted to
students but it is important
to note that all diplomas
that are counted in the
graduation rate are the
same “standard” Florida
diploma and they all meet
the State requirements for
graduation, even if the
diploma is granted using
an equivalent method for
showing mastery. Such
state adopted equivalent
methods have always been
in place in Florida and are
not viewed in any way as
“less than” any other
method. Students are able
to take the ACT or SAT as
an alternative measure if
they do not pass the state
FCAT assessment as some
students perform better on
some tests than others. All
diplomas granted via these
alternatives measures are
considered standard diplomas as all require students
to show reading mastery
to graduate.
In this same way, students with disabilities have
always been granted certain allowances to better

  

judge their learning, including extended time,
small testing environments
and waivers. I certainly understand the concerns related to standard diploma
rates that are achieved via
equivalent assessments
(such as the ACT or SAT)
or ESE waivers but I do not
think that either of these
concerns merit the criticism outlined in the letter.
It is unmistakable that
both the district’s overall
graduation rate and black
graduation rate have continued to climb significantly in recent years.
Graduation Rate (all)
2012-13: 71.9 percent
2013-14: 76.2 percent
2014-15: 78.3 percent
Graduation Rate
(black)
2012-13: 56.4 percent
2013-14: 60.7 percent
2014-15: 64.6 percent
Additionally, the percentage of black student
graduates passing the
10th grade FCAT reading
test in Pinellas County has
increased each year as well.
2012-13: 26.10 percent
2013-14: 38.95 percent
2014-15: 40.49 percent
All the while, the percentage of black students
graduating via an alternative assessment has remained relatively constant:
2012-13: 10.99 percent
2013-14: 11.10 percent
2014-15: 10.61 percent
It is important to note
that state education officials and high school principals
consider
a
concordant score on the
ACT or SAT as defined by
the State of Florida to be
an equivalent score to that
of the state assessment
(such as the FCAT). In

 

 



fact, it could be argued that
the ACT or SAT concordant score is more difficult
to achieve than a passing
FCAT score.
In addition, the ACT
and SAT are considered
such viable alternatives to
measuring student ability
that they have gained traction as possible permanent
alternatives to the FSA.
Senator Don Gaetz, the former state Senate President,
is actively working on legislation to allow flexibility
for the ACT or SAT to replace the FSA altogether.
The State of Florida has
always required a test of
reading ability to graduate
high school and has historically provided two ways to
meet the reading standard,
either through the state assessment (which had previously been called the
FCAT but is now called the
FSA) or an equivalent
score on a national collegeentrance test (either the
ACT or SAT).
As some have questioned the merits of students at Gibbs High
School who have graduated via these alternative
assessments, I have consulted with Mrs. Rita
Vasquez, Executive Director of High School Education, and Mr. Reuben
Hepburn, Principal of
Gibbs High School, regarding the current efforts
at Gibbs to build on the
successes to date. In summary, this is what I found.
• Mrs. Vasquez, after
repeated visits to classrooms across the Gibbs
campus, reports that
Gibbs “must at once and
for all time be recognized,
respected and valued as an

    

institution of learning.”
• She reports that the
learning environment at
Gibbs is a model for positive and effective teacher
and student interactions
built around the shared
goal of 100 percent of the
students graduating and
kids achieving their life aspirations.
• Both she and Mr.
Hepburn report that the
environment at Gibbs High
is a college and career
ready culture with students
easily explaining what they
wish to do with their lives
beyond high school and
clearly articulating how
Gibbs and its teachers are
helping students to accomplish those goals.
• There is no distinction, as there should not
be, at Gibbs High School
between kids whose paths
entail passing one set of assessments versus another
set of assessments as both
paths are equally valuable
and equally prepare students for their post-secondary paths. There is not
a teacher or student at
Gibbs High who would
argue otherwise.
Mr. Hepburn relayed
the following comments
from students at Gibbs
when asked to write about
their school and the use of
equivalent assessments:
• “I think it is not fair to
students who worked extremely hard to meet the
graduation requirement. If
I should speak for myself I
am honestly not a good
test taker but when I set a
goal that I want to accomplish I work hard to reach
that goal. After I graduate
high school, I plan on
going to St. Pete. College



or the University of South
Florida in Tampa to major
in business which will help
me pursue my childhood
dream of becoming an entrepreneur. Every individual has the right to say
what they feel but sometimes your thoughts affect
our future. I look forward
to walking on that stage on
June 3rd to receive my
high school diploma that I
worked extremely hard for
so I could be proud of my
accomplishments throughout high school.”
• “Having anyone in
the community say that the
diploma earned on an ACT
score is not good enough
is really sad. It’s really sad
to hear that is how anyone
sees that. Given that those
students who have received a concordant score
of a 19 or higher, saying
that is not good enough
even though we have
worked extremely hard to
receive that score. With
the FCAT, it’s hard to get
the qualifying score, even
though you missed it by
one point or two. So with
the ACT, with just receiving a 19, and being able to
graduate with that and satisfying the FCAT is
huge. For the community
to say that is not good
enough...it is good enough
to me because they both
have the most rigorous
materials that we have to
complete. I believe the
ACT Concordant score of a
19 or higher is good to satisfy the FCAT.” (This comment is from a student who
scored a 25 on the ACT
reading test and has been
accepted to FAMU on a
scholarship.)
• “It’s not right to make

        



a claim like that. We
earned that ACT score.
Plus, the ACT test is much
harder than the FCAT.
The ACT is mentally challenging. For anyone to
claim that my High School
diploma does not carry the
same weight simply because I earned the ACT,
means they want to see us
fail.”
• “I am a graduate of
Gibbs High School Class
of 2014 and I was one of
many students who received their diploma by
meeting the requirement
for the ACT Concordant
score instead of passing
the FCAT. I feel I was well
prepared for college as I
am currently finishing up
my sophomore year at Tallahassee Community College and I will be receiving
my Associates Degree at
the end of this semester
and I currently hold a 3.3
GPA. Although I wasn’t
able to pass the FCAT, I believe the ACT was just as
good of preparation for me
to move on and further my
education.”
Of course, I agree that
there is good work happening at Gibbs High School
and throughout the district.
In turn, Pinellas County
Schools will remain focused on improving graduation rates for all of our
students. We look forward
to the continued cooperation, collaboration and support from our community
partners in helping us in
achieving this noble goal.
Dr. Daniel J. Evans, Ed. D.
Executive Director
Assessment, Accountability and Research
Pinellas County School
District

  

R’Club announces the Connie Brown Cox Scholarship
ST. PETERSBURG —
The R’Club Child Care,
Inc. board of directors has
established a memorial
scholarship fund available
to more than 400 employees to help further their
professional education in
memory of their longtime
Human Resource Director
Connie Cox, who recently
passed away after a short
illness.
The R’Club, a nonprofit community organization founded in 1976,
provides childcare and
youth programs to more
than 4,000 children and
their families daily. Services include preschool programs, before and after
care school programs and
specialized programs for
the developmentally challenged.

Brown-Cox served on
the agency’s senior management team as human
resources director for
more than 23 years until
her untimely death in January. Her services were
well attended by many of
her current and former
employees, business associates, community leaders
and fellow alumni.
Graduating from Manatee High School in 1974,
she was very active in
school and excelled academically. After researching the history and
significance of Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune and Historically Black Colleges
and Universities, with acceptance in hand, BrownCox ventured to Daytona
Beach to attend then
Bethune Cookman Col-

The Weekly Challenger
 

lege and graduated in 1978
with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Business Administration.
As a proud “Wildcat”
she was an active alumnus
and generously supported
her alma mater. She furthered her education with
certifications in accounting and human resources.
Brown-Cox started her
professional career in 1978
for the City of Bradenton.
In 1983 she accepted a position in finance with the
City of St. Pete Beach, and
1990 saw her become the
personnel administrator
for the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority.
In
1992 she joined the nationally recognized R’Club
Child Care organization as
their first African-American senior manager.







 
 
 
  
 

  


   
    
 

“She influenced, mentored and hired thousands
of individuals into employment. She helped hundreds
further
their
professional development
through continued education and training, the establishment of a tuition
reimbursement program
for staff, communications
skills training, advocating
for improved employee
benefits and serving as the
heartbeat of this wonderful organization,” said Executive Director Art
O’Hara. “Connie’s presence throughout R’Club
and its 47 centers was bigger than life itself and truly
was the emotional center
of the organization. Employees knew they could
come to her for “tough
love” to get help to grow

into being the best they
could be to make a difference for children and families.”
During this Black History Month, R’Club is honored to memorialize
Brown-Cox through the
establishment of the
Scholarship Fund.
She was a strong black
woman who had such a
positive impact on her
community. Brown-Cox
juggled the human resource duties and responsibilities
for
an
organization with more
than 400 employees, and
made a difference in the
lives of some 4,000 children and their families on
a daily basis while continually encouraging everyone to better themselves
through education.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mary McLeod Bethune,
Zora Neale Hurston on stage
at the Woodson Museum
ST. PETERSBURG —
Throughout the struggle
for equality in the United
States, civil rights activists
often disagreed on the direction of the movement
or how to best attain their
goals. These differences
of opinion are perhaps
best exemplified by Mary
McLeod Bethune and
Zora Neale Hurston and
their vision of a racially integrated society.
On Thurs., Feb. 11 at
the Carter G. Woodson
Museum of African American History, veteran
dramatists Ersula Odom
Knox and Phyllis McEwen
will portray these iconic
women, providing insight
into the world in which
they lived and their vision
for the future of race in
America.
The free event is open
to the public and starts at
7 p.m. The Woodson museum is located at 2240
Ninth Ave. S.

Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section
865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name
of STUFT GOURMET FOODS., 5018 31 Street South
in the city of St. Petersburg, County of Pinellas, State
of Florida, 33712, intends to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 11 day of February 2016,
Stephen McFarlane, 5018 31 Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Publish date of February 9, 2016.

CONNECT
W ITH US

Mary McLeod Bethune

Zora Neale Hurston

JPPNA’s Black History Program
coming up

 



  
 
 
  
 
   


  


ST. PETERSURG —
The Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic Association,
Inc. (JPPNA, Inc.) will
host its annual Black History Program at the
Enoch Davis Center
Mon., Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.
For more than 30
years, former residents
whose pioneering actions
within the Jordan Park
community have been
honored. They were
everyday
neighbors
showing and giving all of
whom they were to provide the best of what was
needed.
Most honorees are in
their 80s or have passed
on, all leaving the lingering effects of their unfet-

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
2015 JPPNA Black History Honorees
tered legacy. Some of this
year’s honorees include
James Oliver, Sr., Ed
Charles, Mr. and Mrs.
Bubba Jones and Mr. and
Mrs. George Hurst.
The 501(c) (3) charita-

ble, non-profit organization will also be promoting its membership and
accepting any and all donations. The Black History Program is free and
open to the public.

The Classes of 1970 Hosts
Red Diamond Valentine Social
Please Join Us for Food, Fun
and Special Appearances
Friday, February 12, 2016
Name Your Event (Coquina Key Plaza)
4306 Sixth Street South, St. Petersburg
9:00 pm - 1:00 am
Cost $15.00
50/50 Raffle and more!!
For tickets call
Cynthia 727-742-6840
Linda 727-214-8667
Robert 727-492-0478
Sunshine City Elks Lodge #255 and
Temple #168 of 1331 are looking for
high school students (11th & 12th grade)
to participate in our local oratorical contest.
The contest will be held Feb. 27 at 4p.m.
Any student interested may contact
Brother Richard Roberson
at (727) 482-4141 for the contest questions.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Marques Clark: Writer, motivator
and father
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Marques A. Clark will
launch his latest books entitled “Poetically Correct”
and “365 Days of
S.W.E.T.” at a book signing Sat., Feb. 27 at the
James Weldon Branch Library, 1059 18th Ave S.
For the young writer, it
has been a turbulent journey that has led him from
some of the darkest moments of his life to the accomplished young man he
is today.
The second oldest of
eight children with no father figure in the home,
Clark said he grew up
very angry. Dropping out
of school and leaving
home at 16, the misconceived glamour and quick
money of selling drugs
helped him enter the juvenile justice and prison systems.
Not until the death of
his four-month-old son,
Marques Antron Rediker
Clark, who died in a tragic
house fire Christmas Day
2006, that he said made
him reexamine his life.
“I had to make a
change. “I had to make a
difference and be better
for my daughter,” he said,
adding that he wants to
leave a legacy of service
for his children.
He enrolled in night
school, received his GED
and took Toastmaster
classes, which promotes
public speaking. He soon
won the Inspirational
Speaker Championship of
the County award, and
now speaks messages of
hope and inspiration that
he hopes will reach young
boys through his books
and his organization
S.W.E.T. 4 Life.

S.W.E.T., or Speak
Words of Encouragement
Today, is a program that
Clark developed for
young boys between the
ages of 10-16. This self-development program is
based on his CLAP therapy, which is an acronym
for character, leadership,
attitude and personal development.
“It’s how to be courageous and competent in
every endeavor,” said
Clark.
The program assists
with developing writing
and reading skills and
gives members the opportunity to attend field trips
to such places as professional ball games and
local museums.
Clark believes in following ones dreams and
implores the youth to not
miss opportunities. “If it’s
a dream, pursue it,” he
stated. “Pursue it yourself
because others won’t.”
Clark started writing
and performing spoken
word presentations as a
catharsis to deal with the
emotional upheaval of his
son’s death. He described
“Poetically Correct” as a
collection of poems that
provides “inspirational
and conscious awareness.”
“It is conscious poetry
that inspires others to
take action,” Clark explained.
His book “365 Days of
S.W.E.T.” is an extension
of his self-development
program and is a compilation of daily inspirational
thoughts and advice for an
entire year.
Don’t miss a chance to
be encouraged and inspired with Clark’s words
of wisdom. The book signing will begin at 1 p.m.
S.W.E.T. 4 Life mentoring sessions takes place

Marques Clark

every last Thursday of the
month at St. Petersburg
College, Gibbs Campus in
their community room
from 5:30-7 p.m., and
every first Tuesday of the
month at the Enoch Davis
Center from 5:30-7 p.m.
also.
For more information,
check out his website at MarquesInspires.wordpress.com
or give him a call at
(727) 455-8348.

No more student loans
From DEBT, page 1

Carol Witt

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com

said. “I knew that teaching college students real
estate investing would be
a way to help them get
out of debt.”
She started making
phone calls to people she
knew in the realtor business and shared her idea.
Many of her contacts
were excited to hear
about this new way of giving back and volunteered
to mentor students and
bring their veteran real
estate knowledge to the
classroom.
After a few meetings
with
Williams,
she
brought her onboard as
her partner. Williams
works as an empowerment coach and has a
background in non-profit
work helping individuals
around the world from
Bolivia to South Africa
back to the United States.
YEA is a yearlong program that matches each
college student with a
mentor who will coach
them along the way.
Williams heads the daily
30-minute motivational
conference call that takes
place in the mornings and
helps students stay on
track.
“We want to serve 75
students a year,” said
Witt. “That means 75 stu-

dents and 75 mentors because every student is
placed with a mentor.
How we’re willing to do
that is through modules.”
For example, 25 students will be placed in
module one. The students from module one
that meets all their requirements will advance
to module two, and a new
set of students will enter
module one. Each module lasts 90 days.
YEA is currently seeking additional students
and mentors, who will receive training. Students
and mentors will meet in
person once a week at a
designated building. Currently they meet on
Thursday nights at Panera Bread on Fourth
Street North near 12th
Avenue. The location will
change once they find a
more classroom like setting to host these trainings.
Williams explained
that the program is very
structured, as she has
created check off lists
within each module so
that students can keep
track of what they’ve
completed.
“What we’re saying

they’re going to get from
this program, number
one is excellent credit,”
said Williams. “They’re
going to have to get an intimate relationship with
their finances, which
means looking at their
bills right now and their
student debt.”
Knowledge of establishing good credit will be
acquired in the first phase
of the program all while
they’re taking the first
steps of wholesale real estate because Williams explained one does not
need credit or good credit
to work with wholesale.
The next aspect of the
program is buying a
house and flipping it.
There are other aspects to the program that
will benefit college students mentally and financially.
If
you
are
interested in more information or participating in
YEA as a mentor or a student, contact Witt at (727)
871-0205 or Williams at
(305) 562-2072.
Feel free to also contact them if anyone in the
community would like to
donate space to the program.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The inaugural Black Heritage Festival Legacy Luncheon
From LEGACY, page 1

and Tehira, to hang on the
wall of Empath Health next to
the fountain dedicated to his
father.
“They constantly gave
back to our community, really
in line with the mission of
Empath Health,” Scuillo said,
“whether it was through
school giveaway programs,
working within the churches,
or certainly volunteering for
Suncoast Hospice and helping us positively impact the
way people live and the way
they die. It doesn’t get any
better than that.”
“He has served our community in so many ways,”
Baker said of Ricardo before

presenting him with the
award.
Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch received
the Legacy Award for Public
Service. Also descended
from Flagmon and Gussie
Welch, Ken’s father David
was the second African
American to serve on the St.
Pete City Council, and also
owned a successful accountant firm.
“I had the honor of serving as mayor at the same time
he was serving on the county
commission. And what I was
able to observe was his
heart,” Baker said in lauding
the efforts of Commissioner

Welch.
Keynote speaker for the
afternoon was Dr. Forrest
Harris, Sr., president of the
American Baptist College in
Nashville, Tenn. He is an associate professor in the practice of ministry at Vanderbilt
University and Director of the
Kelly Miller Smith Institute
on Black Church Studies.
In his speech called
“Faith and Fire,” he noted
that American’s legacy is one
racism and hate.
He said America has
been caught up in the
“Obama reality,” explaining
that the reality is our nation’s
inability to be honest with it-

Ricardo Welch received the Legacy Award for the Faith Community.

self and to face the hard
truths of its own weaknesses
of resurfacing and recycling
racial scarring never healed
by justice.
“The hard reality is,” he
said, “that we are living and
possibly will die with illusions
of our justice and our democracy.”
We as a nation must recognize “our better selves,” he
said. And if every generation
is to have a better self, it must
reconnect with the legacy of
faith and fire.
“Fire that illuminates the
faith, and a faith that keeps
the fire burning,” Harris said.
“Faith can grow cold and

dead. And I think what is happening in America is we don’t
have faith in ourselves anymore—as a nation, not as individuals.”
Referencing such figures
as activist James Lawson and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
he noted the need for a new
moral existence that will
serve the next generation.
What can be said about a
legacy of fire and faith? I think
it has deep roots in the character of those whose immortality and witness remains
audible even today, Harris
said. They may be dead, yet
the legacy of their fire, the immersion in love and devotion

Dr. Forrest Harris, Sr.

they left with us still speaks
today.
“For those that you immortalized today with memorial plaques, we ought to
celebrate their fire!” he said,
to applause.
That’s what our Legacy
Luncheon is all about, proclaimed Karen Davis-Pritchett of Empath Health.
Recognizing and honoring
those who are not afraid “to
take that baton” from their ancestors and continue to make
an impact not only in the
African-American community
but also for all Pinellas citizens.

Lyn Johnson received the
Legacy Award for Business.

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Sunday Soldiers
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Super Bowl 50 saw the
Denver Broncos defeat the
Carolina Panthers while
millions of fans tuned in
across the U.S. If you
weren’t one of the lucky
71, 088 in attendance at the
Levi’s Stadium in Santa
Clara, Calif., you probably
gathered with family and
friends for a festive get together enjoying one another while sharing stories
that can’t be verified.
One such group is the
“Sunday Soldiers.” Their
loyalty is to neither the

Carolina Panthers nor the
Denver Broncos, it’s to the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
and the hope is next year
this time the Bucs will be
at the pinnacle. For years,
the Buccaneers have had
an army of followers rooting and sideline coaching
them through big screens
and barbeque grills, and
the Sunday Soldiers are no
exception. They are a
group of ordinary, hard
working brothers who
enjoy family, fun and football.
“It’s good getting together with the brothers of
Sunday Soldiers,” said Ter-

maine Burton, one of the
weekly partners. “It’s a
great fellowship. No arguing, fighting and all that
other non-sense. We have
good clean fun. I look forward to coming together.”
The Sunday Soldiers
was unofficially founded in
1995 by Lonnie Banks with
a group of friends standing
in the front yard and all
having the desire to watch
professional
football
games. There was no
name to the group but camaraderie was birthed. As
the football seasons came
and went, the group found
themselves
doing the

same routine year after
years. They would gather
for football games, cook
meat on the grill, laugh,
reminisce and coach the
Bucs through the television.
“Sometimes we will tailgate to the stadium and
other times we meet at
someone’s home, “ said
Todd Macon, one of the
original crew. “We’re not
an official organization
that’s registered with the
state, but we come together to do good. We
take care of people who
are in need and try to support other people who are

doing good. In the off season, we still get together
and take our families to the
park, cook out and just
have an enjoyable time.”
The likes of those who
gather vary. For instance,
Donnie Dillard works for
the post office, Hayward
Feaster drives trucks and
Kelvin Feaster owns a lawn
care service to name a few.
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers weren’t in the Super
Bowl this year so the Sunday Soldiers were relegated to watching the
Carolina Panthers and
Denver Broncos. But, who
knows, with a little more

coaching through the television airways, maybe the
Sunday Soldiers can get
them there in the years to
come.
The Sunday Soldiers include: Henry White, David
Bolden, Termaine “ Fuzzy”
Burton, Matt Bolden, Al
Crowell, Earl Seay, Al
White, Mike Feaster, Donnie Dillard, Hayward
Feaster, Todd Macon,
Kelvin Feaster, Larry Anderson, Dwan Gibson,
Aaron Johnson, Dwayne
Robertson, Slim Wym,
and
Calvin
Sanders
founder, Lonnie Banks.
More are added weekly.

L-R, Original members Donnie Dillard, Hayward Feaster,
Todd Macon, Kelvin Feaster.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
African fashions glow in the rain
ST. PETERSBURG -Reader’s Choice Bookstore
and Gift Expressions put on
a traditional African attire
fashion show at Skyway
Mall last Sat., Feb 6. Saxophonist Henry Ashwood

serenaded
community
artists, writers and citizens
who came out in the rain to
see the show.
Tangela Murph Bailey,
owner of Reader’s Choice,
started the colorful event by

introducing several locally
published female writers including Swiyyah Woodard,
Linda Mobley and Shakeerah Oatis. Next, Bailey
introduced Tori Thomas, a
nationally known show host

who moved to St. Petersburg from Orlando, as Mistress of Ceremonies and the
show got underway.
Models wore attire available at the bookstore.
Reader’s Choice Book-

store and Gift Expressions
has been servicing the
Tampa Bay Area for the last
17 years. They sell bibles,
devotional books, Sunday
school supplies, sorority
and fraternity gifts, 100 per-

cent African shea butter,
African attire, perfumed
oils, figurines, and much
more. For more information about the store and future events, please call
Bailey at 727-857-3696.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gone but not forgotten
From HISTORY, page 1

called, the bereaved entered into the sanctuary
and each was greeted by
Senior Pastor Dr. John A.
Evans.
“We thank you so
much for the opportunity
to celebrated the lives of
our beloved family members, church members,
family and friends who you
have been called from
labor to reward,” prayed
Pastor Evans.
He implored God to
comfort, strengthen and
heal the families, and
thanked Him for the memories that are still alive in
their hearts.
Immediately after the
benediction, the families
were invited to the Upper
Room for a reception
made possible by the Deacon, Deaconess and Youth
Ministries.
Gone but not forgotten: 2015 members:
Sister Katherine J. Burr –
Feb. 1, 2015
Brother Eugene Simmons
– Feb. 10, 2015
Brother O.C. Houston –
Feb. 11, 2015
Minister Renee Miller –
Feb. 15, 2015
Sister Beverly Jackson –
March 8, 2015

Sister Dorothy Taylor –
April 1, 2015
Brother Charles Cheatum
– May 10, 2015
Sister Carrie Rivers – May
9, 2015
Sister Barbara Jean Lynch
– May 23, 2015
Sister Hattie Lee Newkirk
Jones – May 24, 2015
Sister Patricia Ann FikesLamb – June 5, 2015
Brother Thomas Papaleo –
June 24, 2015
Sister Carneatha Connie
Sierman – June 27, 2015
Sister Lucille Black – July
1, 2015
Brother David Copeland –
August 7, 2015
Brother Arlanzo Byrd –
August 13, 2015
Sister Diane Douglas – August 18, 2015
Sister Daisy Robinson –
September 22, 2015
Sister Veronica Bryd Latimore – September 30,
2015
Brother Robert I. Henderson – October 3, 2015
Brother George Robinson
– December 6, 2015
Brother Henry Allen
Boyd, III – December 8,
2015
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Woodson Warriors’ inaugural class
From WARRIORS, page 1

The Woodson Warriors
have been in existence for
about three weeks, and
within that short period of
time the young men have
participated in the museum’s MLK Day of Service, marched in the Drum
Major of Justice Parade
with the mayor, attended
etiquette sessions and
trainings with regards to
manhood, respect and
obedience.
Volunteers throughout
the community from all
walks of life have so graciously given of their time
to mentor the Warriors.
They are blessed to have
gentlemen
from
the
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
and even teachers from
Melrose Elementary to ensure them of success.
Scott felt it was important for the Warriors to
also have role models that
weren’t adults, so she enlisted the services of the
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity League Male Leadership Institute.
“These boys motivate
and encourage them to
keep their eyes on the

prize because we are losing children in elementary
school. For them to see a
young person still in
school will hopefully motivate them,” she said.
The induction ceremony is just the beginning
for these Warriors. They
will continue to meet at the

museum throughout the
school year. In that time
they will learn black history, learn about individuals in the community,
work on their literacy
skills and participate in
technology based activities. Each child was given
a tablet and different pro-

Isaac Harris

Vyshawn Davis

grams and books are continually uploaded on them.
“They will be setting
their eyes and goals on
something that is not necessarily football or basketball or rapping, but
knowing that there are
honorable professions that
they can actually achieve

So far the program is a
success. Scott said that
every time she pulls up to
the museum she has a
bevy of boys waiting for
her.
“They come here for
the art, the culture and literacy, but more importantly just for the structure

Those are my boys.”
Councilmembers Lisa
Wheeler-Brown and Karl
Nurse, County Commissioner Ken Welch and
members of the St. Petersburg Police Department
were all on hand to celebrate the 2016 class of the
Woodson Warriors.

and attain here in the com- and discipline,” she said. “I
munity,” said Scott.
love it. I’m so intrigued.
Vermon Miller

Mikal Morris

Laterrio Brinson

Dontrell Cox

Terrance Howard

Deonte Bishop

Javarius Jones

Jadarius Boykin

Zaire Nelson

Markese McCullough

Deshayne
McCullough

Kaleb Watson

Jamarius Church

Ja’shaun Norton

Shaprice Jordan

Nykiese Green

Giovonte Powell
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  





 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





   
 
  
 
 

  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School
at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER
& WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” AT 7:00 PM – THE
COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD (EZRA, CHAPTER
NO. 1) AND HOW IT RELATES IN YOUR DAILY
WALK. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find
that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue in Prayer for the
Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved
Families that dwell among us.
FEBRUARY
AT
A
GLANCE
BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH
National Theme:
“ H A L L O W E D
GROUNDS:
SITES OF
AFRICAN-AMERICAN
MEMORIES”
Florida's Theme:
“HONORING AFRICANAMERICAN HEROES, VETERANS, MILITARY, LAW

ENFORCEMENT
AND
FIRST RESPONDERS”
Sunday, February 14,
2016 Both Services “GO RED
SUNDAY” and Marriage Day
Celebration at the 10:45 am
Worship
Service.
Wednesday, February 17,
2016 at 7:00 pm – Wednesday
Nite Live – Adult Choir, Male
Chorus, 1st Sunday Ushers,
Family Love Fellowship:
Tribe of Simeon (February)
and All Sunday Ushers.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19,
2016 AT 6:30 PM - THE
MOVIE 'WAR ROOM' AT
THE EVANGELISM WORKSHOP – SIGN UP SHEET
ON INFORMATION TABLE
IN ATRIUM - Saturday, February 20, 2016 from 9:00 am
until 12:00 pm Noon The
Evangelism Workshop and at
1:00 pm – Round-UP Souls for
Christ Walk – Sunday, February 21, 2016 – Evangelism
Round-UP Sunday.
The
Community is Welcomed!
FREE REGISTRATION
Saturday, February 27,
2016 at 9:00 am -West Coast
3rd Annual Laymen Conference held at New Life MBC,
Pastor: Elder Errol Thompson, 3239-3241 Old Winter
Garden Road, Suite 12, Orlando, Florida / 10:00 am –
West Coast Women's Ministry, Women's Conference
held at St. Mark MBC, Pastor: Correggio Reaves, 7221
Sherrill Street, Port of
Tampa, Florida (Transportation Sign-up Sheets are located on the Information
Table) Wednesday Nights at
7:00 pm - YOUTH ENRICHMENT IS BACK : WE NEED
TEACHERS, DRIVERS AND
OTHER VOLUNTEERS = IT
DOES TAKE A VILLAGE – If
your Child or Children need
to be PICKED UP, please contact the Church Office before

St. Mark MBC
Wednesday at 3:00 pm.
Thought for the Week:
The term "the black church"
evolved from the phrase "the
Negro church," the title of a
pioneering sociological study
of African American Protestant churches at the turn of
the century by W.E.B. Du
Bois. In its origins, the phrase
was largely an academic category. Many African Americans did not think of
themselves as belonging to
"the Negro church," but
rather described themselves
according to denominational
affiliations
such
as
Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and even "Saint" of the
Sanctified tradition. African
American Christians were
never monolithic; they have
always been diverse and their
churches highly decentralized.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
&
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM - simple yet powerful
Two of the most powerful words that we can
say is I AM. When we use
these two simple words, I
AM, we are referring to
ourselves as spiritual beings. I AM refers our divine nature, our divinity,
the Christ in us, the
Christ consciousness, the
God in us, the Holy Spirit
within us, the God part of
us or the spiritual aspect
of who we are. Paul described it as a mystery,
“To them God has chosen
to make known among
the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory (Colossians
1:27).”

I AM is always positive
because it speaks of our
God nature. God is good
and always positive. We
are made in the image
and likeness of God;
therefore, the I AM of our
being is always positive
(Genesis 1:16-28). God
created
the
worlds
through the words of his
mouth (Hebrews 11:3).
He said, “Let there be
light and there was light
(Genesis 1:5).”
As the children of
God, we have that same
power, authority and ability to create our world
with our words (Romans
4:17). Therefore, it is imperative that we never at-

tach the words; I AM, to
anything that is not positive. We are never to associate the words, I AM,
with anything that is not
our highest good.
I AM is a constant
state of creating. When
we assign the words, I
AM, to something negative, we are perpetually
creating that negativity in
our lives and in our affairs. When we assign the
words, I AM, to something positive, we are perpetually creating positivity
in our lives and in our affairs. Let us be careful
how we use the words, I
AM.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for February
Feb 13 - The Link “Gathering of the Ladies 2 - noon 2 p.m.

Feb 14 - “Old-Fashioned
Sunday Service” during
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship
Church Outing: Galilee
M. B. Church at 3:30 p.m.
Feb 20 - Body Builders
Ministry Bingo Party – 5-7
p.m.
Feb 21 - Right hand of
Fellowship during 10:45 a.m.
Worship Service
Feb 22 - Church Outing:
First Baptist Institutional
Church Celebrating their
Pastor’s Anniversary
Feb 27 - Senior Women
Ministry #2 (WOW): Evangelism in the ParkSunday
school held for both children
and adults of all ages. Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6: p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
The Men’s Ministry invites the men of Mt. Zion to
join them every 3rd Thursday
at 7 pm in the Youth Chapel
and learn how to develop a
strong relationship with the

Lord.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address
or other information has
changed just check the change
of address box on your envelope or go to www.mzprogressive.org and click the
resources link. All personal
info is kept confidential and is
for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and

more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC 955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-894-4311,
email: info@mzprogressive.org.

Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
Galilee Missionary Bap- Social Justice Commission
tist Church will observe its for the National Baptist Con76th Anniversary and pastor vention of America, Inc. InEarnest Jones’ 36th on Sun., ternational. For the past 7
Feb. 14 at 3:30 p.m. Render- years he has chaired the
ing the service for this event Planning & Evaluation Comwill be Reverend Brian K. mittee for the Progressive
Brown and the congregation Missionary Baptist Convenof St. Mark Missionary Bap- tion of Florida. Other antist Church. Not only does niversary services will be
Reverend Brown pastors one held Feb. 9, 10 and 11 at 7
of St. Petersburg’s oldest p.m. nightly.
The public is invited to Galilee during these servcongregation,
he also
serves as Chairman of the come and fellowship with ices.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L.
Houston extend an invitation
to the community to join us
as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 am
for Sunday School and at
10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are
held on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries
for all ages and interests. We
also encourage the community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series

Continues With Victory In
Spiritual Warfare. “The
Shield of Faith” The Laymen
invite you to join them every
Mon. at 6 pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Support the Black and Gold
BY SARAH MASON
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Friends, family and teachers came together Saturday night at the Museum
of Fine Arts to show support for the Lakewood
High School Jazz Ensemble and the 54th Ave South
Jazz Combo’s Black and
Gold Benefit Concert. Special guests John Brown,
Belinda Womack and
Butch Thomas came to
perform with the students
and rub some of their
knowledge and talents off
on them.
The concert was cre-

ated to fund the ensemble’s trip to New Orleans
this March for the Crescent City Music Festival,
which features and awards
all kinds of music ensembles from all over the
country. This event benefits the students by introducing them to other
musicians and helping
them grow in their talents.
Lakewood High School
Jazz
Band
Director
Michael Kernodle said the
students will also get the
chance to go to Loyola
University in Chicago for a
master class and meet
with musicians.
This would be the sec-

ond year they get to attend
this event. “Last time we
went, it changed their
whole lives,” Kernodle
added.
In order to make the
price less heavy on the student’s wallets, they are
hoping to raise around
$13-$15,000 by March.
Tickets for Saturday’s
event were $20 and included a silent auction,
which raised $950.
But even though the
money was an important
factor, it wasn’t the main
goal of the event, according to Kernodle. “The
biggest thing is exposure
to the community and to

let them know what we are
doing,” he explained.
Kernodle had been
working with a team of
parents and teachers to
plan this event since the
start of the year. “We
wanted to make it bigger
and better. We had a big
think tank and we all
thought about downtown,”
Kernodle said about
choosing the museum as
their location.
The event kicked off
with a New Orleans style
entrance with Kernodle in
the lead playing the trumpet while the band followed to the front of the
room passing out beaded

necklaces.
As the student virtuosos filled the room with
syncopated rhythms reminiscent of the Miles Davis
Quintet, the audience
couldn’t help but dance in
their seats.
“[I] thought they were
amazing! I’m really proud
of them,” Kristie Dowling,
an English teacher at
Lakewood High School,
said. She plans to make it
a habit to come to more
events after this.
David Deister, a Lakewood High School senior,
plays lead trombone in the
ensemble and cannot wait
to get to New Orleans.

“I’ve heard we will tour
schools and maybe I’ll get
to audition,” Deister said.
After graduation this May,
he will join the army and
plans to further his music
by auditioning for the
army band.
If you would like to
help these students get to
the Crescent City Music
Festival in New Orleans
next month, please contact
Michael Kernodle at (727)
893-2916 ext. 2186 or
KERNODLEM@pcsb.org.
Sarah Mason is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg.

Omali Yeshitela and the tearing down of city hall’s racist mural
BY JABAAR EDMOND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG — It
was 1966 when Joseph
Waller, now known as
Omali Yeshitela, and other
young activist stormed into
downtown St. Petersburg
and ripped down the racist
mural displayed at city hall
that depicted black minstrels playing music for
white people on Pass-aGrille Beach.
Fast forward Feb. 4,
2016, during an open session, city hall exploded
while many came out to
argue against the South St.
Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area plan,

which would distribute
nearly $500,000 to south St.
Petersburg neighborhoods.
Members of the Uhuru
Movement came to city hall
with a different agenda, an
agenda that was rooted in
the history of St. Pete and
deep within the history of
the building itself.
Making a statement
that the city cannot move
forward until it properly address the mistakes of the
past, the protestors could
be heard saying: “This is
not the way you get things
done” and “If it wasn’t for
protests like these, the old
mural would still be there
and we would not be al-

lowed in this building
today!”
Speaking on the many
nonviolent protests that led
to desegregation and other
civil rights laws shows how
soon we forget that the
steps that were taken in the
past are still relevant now
and affects the future.
Yeshitela served two
and a half years in jail and
prison for tearing down the
mural, and was stripped of
his voting rights until they
were restored some 34
years later.
He said an apology
should have been made to
the African community and
a replacement mural

should be created by the
black community.
Yeshitela, chairman of
the African People Socialist
Party, and his group have
been demonized in the
community for their radical
views and militant stance,
but you would be hard
pressed to find any civil
rights group in the commu-

nity that has been equally
as active in many issues.
They are made up of a diverse group of men,
women and children of all
colors, handicapped and
able-bodied alike.
Yeshitela has been invited to have a seat at the
table on discussions for replacing the mural, and

rightfully so. He should be
recognized for a lifetime of
service to this community.
Despite any and all controversies, the civil rights
leader has remained consistent with his leadership to
raise his community out of
poverty, which cannot be
said for many other leaders
or groups.

“When I tore that mural down, I was castigated in a lot of quarters as a
criminal and I in fact served time in prison for it,” Yeshitela said.

